
Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 72(4) December 2015 286 

Case 3694 

Pomachilius variegatus Schwarz, 1904 (Insecta, Coleoptera, 
ELATERIDAE): proposed conservation of the specific name by suppression 
of the name Aeolus variegatus Curtis, 1839 
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Abstract. The purpose. of this application, under Articles 23.9.3 and 81 of the Code, 
is to conserve the specific name Pomachilius variegatus Schwarz, 1904 (Insecta, 

Coleoptera, ELATERIDAE) by suppression of the name Aeolus variegatus Curtis, 1839 

a senior secondary homonym, and a subjective junior synonym of Pomachilius 

subfasciatus (Germar, 1824). Stability of taxonomy and nomenclature would best be 

served by suppressing the senior homonym. 
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1. Homonymy exists between the species-group names Aeolus variegatus Curtis 

(1839, p. 197) (Insecta, Coleoptera, ELATERIDAE) and Pomachilius variegatus Schwarz 

(1904, p. 76) (Insecta, Coleoptera, ELATERIDAE). The publication history was dis- 

cussed in detail by Johnson (2015). 

2. The senior name was overlooked by Candéze (1860, 1891), being cited as a valid 

name before 1899 only by Gemminger & Harold (1869). After 1899, Aeolus 

variegatus Curtis was catalogued as a valid name by Schenkling (1925) and 

Blackwelder (1944) in Aeolus Eschscholtz, 1829. The name was confused with Aeolus 

variegatus Schwarz (1902, p. 145) by Schenkling (1925) and this confusion was 

repeated by Blackwelder (1944). Aeolus variegatus Curtis has no other identifiable 

record in the post-1899 scientific literature until now. 

3. Pomachilius variegatus Schwarz (1904) was treated as a valid name by Schwarz 

(1906), Schenkling (1925), Blackwelder (1957), Gaedike (1985) and Johnson (2015). 

4. Johnson (2015) determined that Aeolus variegatus Curtis, 1839 is a junior 

subjective synonym of Elater subfasciatus Germar, 1824 (p. 50), currently as 

Pomachilius subfasciatus (Germar, 1824), and this combination was used in the six 

instances above. This synonymy resulted in removing the homonymy between Aeolus 

variegatus Curtis and Aeolus variegatus Schwarz, and brought Aeolus variegatus 

Curtis into senior secondary homonymy with Pomachilius variegatus Schwarz. 

5. The conditions of Article 23.9.1 cannot be met for the purpose of conserving the 

use of Aeolus variegatus Curtis, hence actions based on Article 23.9.2 are not possible. 

6. Conserving the name Pomachilius variegatus Schwarz, 1904 which has no junior 

synonyms, is not expected to be problematic as the name though used only six times 

(see above) is more frequent than its senior homonym that was used only once before 

and three times (see above) after 1899 and is also now a junior subjective synonym 
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of Pomachilius fasciatus (Germar, 1824). The greater confusion would come from 
retaining Aeolus variegatus Curtis, 1839, a largely unused name. 

7. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly asked: 
(1) to use its plenary power to suppress the name variegatus Curtis, 1839, as 

published in binomen Aeolus variegatus, for the purposes of both the Principle 
of Priority and the Principle of Homonymy; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name variegatus 
Schwarz, 1904, as published in the binomen Pomachilius variegatus; 

(3) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in 
Zoology the name variegatus Curtis, 1839 as published in the binomen Aeolus 
variegatus and as suppressed in (1) above. 

References 

Blackwelder, R.E. 1944. Checklist of Coleopterous Insects of Mexico, Central America, the 
West Indies, and South America. Part 2. United States National Museum Bulletin, 185: 
189-341. 

Blackwelder, R.E. 1957. Checklist of the Coleopterous Insects of Mexico, Central America, the 
West Indies, and South America. Part 6. United States National Museum Bulletin, 185: vii, 
927-1492. 

Candéze, E.C.A. 1860. Monographie des Elatérides, tome troisiéme. Mémoires de la Société 
Royale des Sciences de Liége, 14: 1-543, 7 pls. 

Candeéze, E.C.A. 1891. Catalogue méthodique des elatérides connus en 1890. xii, 246 pp H. 
Vaillant-Carmanne, Liége. 

Curtis, J. 1839. Descriptions, &c. of the insects collected by Captain P.P. King, R.N. F.R.S. 
& L.S. in the survey of the Straits of Magellan. The Transactions of the Linnean Society 
of London, 18: 181-205, pl. XV. 

[Eschscholtz] Eschholz, J. 1829. Elaterites, Eintheilung derselben in Gattungen. Archiv fiir 
Entomologisches, 2(1): 31-35. 

Gaedike, H. 1985. Katalog der in den Sammlungen der Abteilung Taxonomie der Insekten des 
Institutes fir Pflanzenschutzforschung, Bereich Eberswalde (ehemals Deutsches Ento- 
mologisches Institut), aufbewahrten Typen — XXIII (Coleoptera: Rhipiceridae, Cebrio- 
nidae, Elateridae, Eucnemidae, Throscidae, Chelonariidae, Buprestidae, Phylloceridae, 
Dicronychidae, Dascillidae, Helodidae, Dryopidae, Georyssidae, Heteroceridae, Derm- 
estidae, Byrrhidae). Beitrdge zur Entomologie, 35(1): 13—96. 

Gemminger, M. & Harold, E. von. 1869. Catalogus coleopterorum hueusque descriptorum 
synonymicus et systematicus, vol. 5. 1347-1608 pp. E.H. Gummi. Monachii. 

Germar, E. 1824. Insectorum species novae aut minus cognitae, descriptionibus illustratae. 
volumen Primum. Coleoptera. xxiv, 624 pp., 2 pls. J.C. Hendelii et Filii, Halae. 

Johnson, P.J. 2015. Aeolus variegatus Curtis (Coleoptera: Elateridae) is a synonym of 
Pomachilius subfasciatus (Germar) and a senior homonym of Pomachilius variegatus 
Schwarz. The Coleopterists Bulletin, 69(3): 402-404. 

Schenkling, S. 1925. Elateridae I, pp. 1-263. Coleopterorum Catalogus auspiciis et auxilio. Pars 
80. W. Junk, Berlin. 

Schwarz, O. 1902. Neue Elateriden aus Siid-Amerika, besonders aus Peru. Deutsche Ento- 
mologische Zeitschrift, 1902 (Heft I): 129-152. 

Schwarz, O. 1904. Neue Elateriden aus Siid-Amerika. Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, 
1904 (Heft I): 49-80. 

Schwarz, O. 1906. Coleoptera, Fam. Elateridae. Jn Wytsman, P. Genera Insectorum, 46B: 
1-224. V. Verteneuil & L. Desmeet, Bruxelles. 

Acknowledgement of receipt of this application was published in BZN 72: 179. 

Comments on this case are invited for publication (subject to editing) in the Bulletin; they 
should be sent to I.C.Z.N., Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD, 
U.K. (e-mail: iczn@nhm.ac.uk). 


